
 

 

October 27, 2015 

Mr. Ed Jones 
Washington State Department of Ecology, NWRO 
3190 160th Avenue SE 
Bellevue, Washington  98008-5452  

Re: West of 4th Site Agreed Order #DE10402 
Draft Feasibility Study – Schedule Extension Request 
 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

The purpose of this letter is to request an extension of the schedule for submittal of the draft 
Feasibility Study (FS) for the West of 4th (W4) Site under the above referenced Agreed Order. In 
accordance with Section VIII Subsection K of the Agreed Order, the following is provided in 
support of this request: 

 The W4 Group is requesting a 39 day extension for the due date of the draft FS Report. The 
proposed extension changes the due date of the report from December 21, 2015 to January 
29, 2016. This extension has the potential to extend the FS/dCAP schedule as the remaining 
deliverables (Draft FS Report, Revised FS Report and dCAP) are in sequence with due 
dates dependent on submittal and Ecology comment receipt of the previous. 

 The requested due date schedule extension is required to address a change in circumstances 
that was beyond the reasonable control and despite due diligence of the W4 Group. On 
September 16, 2015, Ecology alerted the W4 Group to EPA’s proposed changes to the 
National Toxics Rule for the surface water criteria for protection of human health. If 
adopted, EPA’s proposed criteria would lower the W4 Site current preliminary cleanup 
levels for protection of surface water by an order of magnitude.  

 A definitive understanding of the preliminary cleanup levels for the W4 Site is critical to 
the FS and was the subject of several Technical Memoranda prepared under the Agreed 
Order. The potential change represents an unforeseen deviation from the scope of work in 
the Agreed Order.  

 Since the uncertainty regarding target cleanup levels has serious ramifications on the FS 
with respect to evaluating appropriate remedial technologies and the remedial alternative 
selection, the W4 Group and Ecology have mutually engaged in discussions on what 
cleanup levels should be used in the FS.  During this period, the W4 Group has asked 
Ecology’s opinion on the matter to understand Ecology’s potential response to EPA’s 
proposal and the timeframe for resolution with the EPA. The W4 Group has also been 
having internal discussions to confirm how the client group would like to proceed in light of 
the potential future rework of the FS analyses if the CULs were to change. Based on the 
conference call between Ecology and the W4 Group on October 21, 2015, a mutual decision 
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was made to move ahead with the FS using the current preliminary cleanup levels (posted 
on the W4 website). However, the discussions leading up to the final decision have resulted 
in a delay of the FS work.  

 Capital Industries has been required to resolve various Remedial Investigation data gaps 
that required negotiation with Ecology and third parties as well as several phases of 
fieldwork.  The fieldwork that included collecting additional soil and groundwater data was 
initiated in September 2015 and the last phase of work was completed on October 17, 2015. 
Capital Industries is expecting to receive the final set of soil laboratory data the first week 
of November. Capital will need feedback from Ecology that the Remedial Investigation 
data gaps have been satisfactorily resolved to proceed with the FS work.  The additional 
time requested will allow for that review and integration of the new information into the FS.   

While some aspects of the FS work have been delayed, the W4 Group has been working on 
addressing Ecology’s comments on the fate and transport summary memos. The consultants for the 
W4 Group would like to arrange meetings to discuss the approach that have been developed for 
calculating restoration timeframe for Site Units 1 and 2. Having the meetings by November 18th 
would be optimal for getting timely input to avoid further delays.  

We appreciate your consideration. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. 

Sincerely, 

Aspect consulting, LLC 

 
 
 
 
Dana Cannon, LHG 
W4 Project Coordinator 
dcannon@aspectconsulting.com 
     
  
S:\Art Brass Plating 050067\W4 Ecology Correspondence\DraftFS ExtensionRequest 10-27-15.docx 
 

 


